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EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION TO 2020

Over the next decade, Europe’s development policies will have to act on a combination
of old and new domesticissues and substantial changes in the global landscape. Change
in Europe’s internal architecture —with implications for development policy —takes place
in times of wide-ranging global shifts, and at a time when questions of European identity
loom large in national debates. A key questions is: How will the EU, how will “Brussels”
and the member states be working together on common problems? Global challenges
include three issues increasingly facing EU’s development policy agenda:

« The emergence of new substantial actors in international development,
+ The linkage between energy security, democracy and development and
+ The impact of climate change on development.

Public and policy-making debates need to be informed about future options and their
likely effects; and decisions need to be based on good research and sound evidence.
EDC2020 seeks “to improve EU policy-makers’ and other societal actors’ shared under-
standing of the above named emerging challenges facing EU development policy and
external action.” EDC2020 will contribute to this shared understanding by promoting
interaction across research and policy-making, aiming at establishing links to share per-
spectives across different arenas, and mutual learning. To this aim, EDC2020 will provide
policy-oriented publications, a shared project website and high-level European policy
forums.

The three-year consortium project EDC2020 is funded by the 7th Framework Programme
of the European Union. More information about our the EDC2020 project can be found
at www.edc2020.eu
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